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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Sir: 

This communication is in reply to the Examiner's Reasons for Allowance accompanying 
the May 1 1 , 2007 Notice of Allowance for the above-referenced patent application. No 
extension of time petition or fee is required to accompany this communication. 



In the Examiner's Reasons for Allowance, the Examiner notes that the allowed claims are 
drawn to an embodiment of the present invention illustrated in Figs. 8 and 9. However, the 
Applicant notes that Fig. 10 is another illustration of the same embodiment, and is included in 
the scope of the claims. Furthermore, the Applicant notes that a number of features, elements, 
and structures disclosed throughout the specification (including without limitation those of other 
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embodiments illustrated in Figs. 1-7B) are also included within the scope of the allowed claims. 
For example, on page 15, lines 19-21 of the present application, the Applicant explains that 
"reference is hereby made to the description accompanying the embodiments of FIGS. l-7b for 
further description of the features and elements (and alternatives thereto) of FIGS. 8-10." 
Accordingly, the Applicant notes that the scope of allowed claims 11-16 and 21-34 is not limited 
to one or more figures, illustrated embodiments, or passages of text from the disclosure of the 
present patent application, but is instead defined by the language of the claims themselves. 

Also in the Examiner's Reasons for Allowance, the Examiner implies that the allowance 
of claims 11-16 and 21-34 in the present application is based upon recited features of claims 11, 
22, and 28. However, the Applicant respectfully submits that the Reasons for Allowance set 
forth only some of the features and elements of claims 1 1, 22, and 28, and only represent some 
of the reasons why claims 11-16 and 21-34 are allowable. The Applicant respectfully submits 
that a number of other features, elements, and functional relationships claimed in claims 11-16 
and 21-34 provide additional and different bases for allowance of the claims. 

The Applicant respectfully submits that each of claims 11-16 and 21-34 are separately 
patentable based upon the combinations of features, elements, and relationships thereof claimed 
in claims 11-16 and 21-34 rather than upon any one feature, element, or sub-combination of 
features and/or elements as suggested in the Reasons for Allowance. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



By. 
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